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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: It is to be noted 
that the airflow control device-22, page 4, lines 13-14 is disclosed in the 
specifications as valve-22, page 4, lines 22, although claim 3 does not further limit 
the assertion of the airflow control device to be a valve. The Examiner hereby 
ascertains the airflow control device to be a valve since they are disclosed and 
labeled as such. If these elements are otherwise intended to be separate 
elements appropriate action is required. 

2. Claims 12-13 objected to because of the following informalities: Line(s) 3-4: 'a 
temperature control device according to claim 1' is incorrectly asserted since claim 1 
has already set forth a temperature control device. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-13, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
(Muncaster 2005/0219809). 

Regarding Claim 1, Muncaster discloses a temperature control device for a disk drive 
unit, the temperature control device comprising: a housing (90, 15-Fig. 3) for connection 
to a carrier (3-Fig. 1) for a disk drive unit (102, 202-Fig. 2); an air flow generator (105- 
Fig. 3) arranged in the housing for providing a flow of air to the disk drive unit in the 
connected carrier; and, an airflow control device, (Detailed Description 0074 — where 
baffle can be pivoted about a vertical axis and include a motor and/or doors or 
valves) arranged at the side of the air flow generator and selectively configurable to 
control the air flow path whereby the temperature of air flowing to the disk drive unit can 
be controlled. 

Regarding Claim 2, Muncaster discloses a temperature control device according to 
claim 1 , comprising at least two apertures (16 & 17) in a side of the housing for 
providing possible airflow paths. 

Regarding Claims 3-4, Muncaster discloses a temperature control device according to 
claim 2, comprising a linearly movable valve and pinion (Detailed Description 0074 — 
where baffle can be pivoted about a vertical axis and include a motor and/or 
doors or valves) to control a degree of opening of the apertures. It is to be noted that 
the airflow control device-22, page 4, lines 13-14 is disclosed in the specifications 
as valve-22, page 4, lines 22. 
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Regarding Claims 5-7, Muncaster discloses a temperature control device according to 
any of claims 2, comprising a heat exchanger (18-Fig. 4) in communication with the 
apertures arranged to selectively receive and cool at least a portion of the air from a 
said disk drive unit thereby to provide chilled air, wherein the air flow control device is 
selectively operable to cause air to recirculate directly across a said disk drive unit (as 
depicted in Fig. 4)., or to cause at least a portion of the air that has passed over a said 
disk drive unit to pass through the heat exchanger (as depicted in Fig. 4). 

Regarding Claim 8, Muncaster discloses a temperature control device according to 
claim 5, wherein the first and second apertures are capable of being open or closed in a 
desired proportion such that air provided to a said disk drive unit is a mixture of directly 
recirculated air and air from the heat exchanger (as depicted by airflow at 16, 17, and 
18-Fig. 4). 

Regarding Claim 9, Muncaster discloses a temperature control device according to 
claim 1, comprising a selectively operable heater (112-Fig. 3, Detailed Description 

0017) in the air flow path to a said disk drive unit for selectively heating air prior to said 
air flowing across a said disk drive unit. 

Regarding Claim 10, Muncaster discloses a temperature control device according to 
any claim 1 , wherein the air flow generator is a radial fan (Detailed Description 0074). 
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Regarding Claim 11, Muncaster discloses a disk drive unit test apparatus for receiving 
a plurality of disk drive units, the test apparatus comprising: a plurality of temperature 
control devices (several temperature control devices-Detailed Descriptions 0074) 
according to claims 1 ; and a plurality of carriers (plurality of carrier modules-Detailed 
Description 0035), each for connection to a respective one of the temperature control 
devices and each for receiving a respective disk drive unit. 

Regarding Claims 12-13, Muncaster discloses a method of testing one or more disk 
drive units, wherein the temperature of each of the one or more disk drive units is 
independently controlled (Detailed Description 0003) during testing/operation of the 
disk drive units, the temperature being controlled using a temperature control device 
according any to claim 1 . 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to COURTNEY L. SMITH whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9094. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30a-5p 
(1st Fri. off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash Gandhi can be reached on 571-272-3740. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/C. L. SV 

/Jayprakash N Gandhi/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2835 



